This is the seventh edition of a popular college text which is widely used for introductory level courses on evolution. This edition is comprised of eighteen chapters which cover everything from origin of life and molecular evolution to the history of life, adaptive radiation and speciation. The text is readable and at a level easily understood by beginning college students and so the book is likely to be recommended by many teachers. I was therefore disappointed to find symbiosis only dealt with on three pages of the book as part of a discussion or organelles and their evolution. Even that section is dated and could have been written soon after the publication of Lynn Margulis's book 'Origin of Eukaryotic Cells' 40 years ago! It very disheartening that a book published in 2010 could ignore the very large body of available research information which discusses the role of symbiosis in evolution and speciation as well as books such as that by Seckbach (2002) which underline the import role of symbiosis in every world ecosystem. An inclusion of even a small part of this information would have made this book on evolution, not only much better, but much more interesting for the students.
